
Project Overview 
The Changing the Law, Changing Lives project,
implemented by the Center for Reproductive
Rights (The Center or CRR), is funded by the
Global Affairs Canada (GAC). CRR is
implementing the project jointly with national
partners in 13 countries across Africa and Latin
America and the Caribbean (LAC) regions. 

Background 
In the 13 countries prioritized by the project,
there are systematic challenges that are
negatively impacting access to SRHR
information and services, including weak health
systems, lack of resourcing for SRHR and stigma
Countries in Africa and LAC region face the
greatest risks and/or have the greatest
opportunities to expand sexual and reproductive
health and rights.

However, systematic challenges are negatively
impacting access to SRHR information and
services, particularly restrictive laws that lead to
discriminatory and abusive provision of
healthcare, denying women and adolescents the
right to make decisions about their Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights. 

Project goal 
Improve access to Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights (SRHR) of women and
adolescents  
 
Area of focus
 

Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health and
Rights (ASRHR)
 
Project reach
Women and adolescents 

Target location
Africa: Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria, Rwanda, Uganda,  
Tanzania and Zambia.
  
LAC: Colombia, Brazil, Guatemala, Costa Rica,
Ecuador and Chile.

Project lifespan
      

April, 2024 – March, 2026 (2 years) 



What we are doing
 

The Center for Reproductive Rights is working
with its partners to implement tailored legal
advocacy strategies in 13 countries to address
specific systemic challenges and SRHR violations
affecting women and adolescents, especially
those facing poverty, marginalization, and
exclusion. 

By strengthening partnerships with national
organizations, the project will build the capacity
of legal entities to respond to anti-SRHR and anti-
gender equality movements led by conservative
political and religious groups. Employing a “build,
enforce, and defend” approach, it seeks to
protect progressive SRHR norms grounded in
regional standards while amplifying the voices of
women and adolescents advocates, and Civil
Society Organizations (CSOs) in shaping national
and regional policies. 

Additionally, by engaging with global platforms
like the United Nations, the project will uphold
accountability for SRHR, translating international
standards into impactful regional and national
frameworks across Africa, Latin America, and the
Caribbean. 

The project aims to;
Strengthen equal promotion and protection
of SRHR for women and adolescents at
global and regional human rights
mechanisms. 

1.

Increase leadership of women and
adolescents (particularly those experiencing
poverty, marginalization, and exclusion) in
connecting their lived experiences to
advocacy efforts in global, regional, and
national contexts. 

2.

Strengthen equal promotion and protection
of SRHR by national governments. 

3.

Our Partners 

a. Africa 
Usawa Health Foundation (UHF) – Kenya 1.
Women Collective Kenya (WCK) – Kenya 2.
Women’s Pro bono Initiative (WPI) – Uganda 3.
WGNRR – Tanzania 4.
Legal and Human Rights Center (LHRC) – Tanzania 5.
Health Development Initiative (HDI) – Rwanda 6.
Women and Law in Southern Africa (WLSA) –
Zambia 

7.

MedRAP - Zambia 8.
For Equality – Malawi 9.
Nyale Institute – Malawi 10.
Women’s Advocates Research and
Documentation Center (WARD-C) – Nigeria 

11.

b. Latin America and the Carribean 
Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir – Colombia 1.
PODEROSAS – Colombia 2.
CEPAM – Ecuador 3.
OSAR – Guatemala 4.
HUMANAS – Chile 5.
MILES – Chile 6.
CLACAI - Regional 7.
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Abdalla Agolla
Project Director, Africa (Global Affairs Canada project)

aagolla@reprorights.org


