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Our Mission
The Center for Reproductive Rights uses the  
power of law to advance reproductive rights as 
fundamental human rights around the world.

Our Vision
We envision a world where every person  
participates with dignity as an equal member  
of society, regardless of gender. 
Where every woman is free to decide whether  
or when to have children and whether to get 
married; where access to quality reproductive 
health care is guaranteed; and where every 
woman can make these decisions free from 
coercion or discrimination.

We are grateful for every supporter, partner, client, and ally who has helped advance 
our forward fight for reproductive rights this year. Our community has never been 
stronger, and the backsliding of rights in some parts of the world has only galvanized 
our powerful movement.  

In 2023, we harnessed this energy to secure lasting legal change and advance 
reproductive rights as fundamental human rights—from the Inter-American  
Commission on Human Rights to the Montana Supreme Court, to governments,  
courts, and human rights bodies around the world.  

We know that a win in one country can have enormous influence beyond its borders, 
and this wave of global progress is gaining ground. We are determined to sustain 
this momentum and continue to build legal protections for reproductive autonomy 
worldwide—stronger and more robust than ever before—for the dignity of all people.     

Nancy Northup
President & CEO

Joseph A. Stern
Board Chair

From the President and CEO  
and the Board Chair 

© Katherine Bartley

It is the unwavering commitment 
and confidence of our partners 
and supporters that make our 
work possible, and we are 
honored to have you with us. 
Together, we will advance  
our vision for the future and  
win the forward fight.  



6 Center for Reproductive Rights 2023 Annual Report 7Center for Reproductive Rights 2023 Annual Report

In 2021, we launched a five-year Strategic Plan and 
set an ambitious target:

Today, we are more than halfway there.

Our Global Strategy 
and Impact

By 2030, 

half the world’s population
(4.3 billion people) will be living 
under stronger legal protections  
for reproductive rights.

2.3 billion people

Our Forward Fight  
in Action

for sexual and reproductive health and  
rights (SRHR) around the world.

  Protect and expand access
  �Advance autonomy  
and decision-making

  �Remove criminal penalties

across 17 countries and 5 continents 
now have stronger legal protections 
for reproductive rights.

As a result of our work with partners,



9Center for Reproductive Rights 2023 Annual Report8 Center for Reproductive Rights 2023 Annual Report

Other Highlights

Fighting Forward for  
Abortion Rights and Access 

The overturning of  
Roe v. Wade unleashed  
an escalating public  
health crisis and put the  
United States sharply out 
of step with the global 
trend toward liberalization 
of abortion laws. We are 
leading the fight against 
further regression on 
abortion rights and 
strengthening protections 
wherever possible—via 
proactive legislation such 
as interstate shield laws to 
protect providers, helpers, 
and patient medical 
records; litigation to shore 
up state constitutional 
protections; and powerful 
ballot initiatives. We are 
shining a light on the 
cruelty of abortion bans, 
filing litigation on behalf 
of people who were 
denied abortions despite 
risks to their life and 
health due to pregnancy 
complications, and 
countering unprecedented 

attacks on medication 
abortion. At the federal 
level, we are pushing 
for proactive policies, 
including the Women’s 
Health Protection Act, to 
protect access nationwide 
and defending hard-won 
gains, such as preserving 
veterans’ abortion rights. 
In this rapidly shifting 
legal landscape, we are 
coordinating with partners 
to assist people who face 
abortion-related legal 
threats via the Abortion 
Defense Network.  

To amplify the impact of 
this work, we launched 
a multi-channel public 
awareness campaign, 
the Forward Fight, which 
increased our social media 
engagement by 45%.  

We continue to fight 
forward on all fronts 
to ensure that every 
person can access the 
reproductive health care 
they need and to build 
lasting legal protections 
for the future.     
 

“It is with and for all Texans who, like  
me, are scared and outraged at the 
thought of being pregnant in this state 
that I stand and fight.”
Amanda Zurawski 
Lead plaintiff in Zurawski v. State of Texas,  
our case challenging the limited scope of the  
medical exceptions to Texas’ abortion bans

Amanda Zurawski, Center  
client, after a hearing in  
Zurawski v. State of Texas.  

©  SPLASH Cinema for Center  
for Reproductive Rights 

In Africa, after fighting in court for five years, we secured 
the full acquittal of our clients in Kenya—a health care 
provider and the mother of an adolescent girl—of 
abortion-related charges, affirming that abortion is a 
fundamental right under Kenya’s Constitution. With local 
partners, we developed and launched a new strategy to 
ensure that the constitutional protections for abortion 
rights translate into real access to care in Kenya.    

As part of Latin America’s Green Wave movement, 
we celebrated another historic victory when Mexico’s 
Supreme Court of Justice ruled that regulating 
abortion as a crime through the federal penal code is 
unconstitutional.

Our work in Europe helped secure a European Parliament 
resolution urging the European Union (EU) and member 
states to safeguard abortion rights. Meanwhile, 
progressive changes in abortion laws took effect in Spain 
and Finland, and our work in support of important law 
reform is ongoing in countries throughout Europe.  

Since 2021,  
as a result of the 
Center’s work, 

1.7 billion 
 people
have stronger 
legal protections  
for abortion. 
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The Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights adopted our amicus brief’s 
recommendations in a decision recognizing 
for the first time that obstetric violence is a 
form of gender-based violence. In the ruling 
Britez Arce v. Argentina, concerning the 
death of a pregnant woman, the Court set 
new standards to protect pregnant people 
across Latin America and the Caribbean.   

In the United States, we are working with 
partners to expand access to midwifery 
care, including by fighting unnecessary 
restrictions in Georgia and Hawaii, where 
traditional midwifery is now criminalized. 
These restrictions disproportionately harm 
Black and Indigenous communities as they 
ignore the apprenticeship training pathway 
to midwifery practice, which has been 
critical to maintaining culturally aligned 
birthing practices and traditions. We 
raised these issues before the UN Human 
Rights Committee in order to hold the U.S. 
accountable to its human rights obligations.     

Other Highlights

Josephine Majani,  
Center client in Kenya.  
Photo courtesy of  
Josephine Majani

Improving Access to  
Maternal Health Care 

We are defending the 
right to quality, respectful, 
and non-discriminatory 
maternal health care in 
Kenya on behalf of our 
client, Josephine Majani. 
In 2013, Josephine was 
physically and verbally 
abused by Bungoma 
County Hospital staff 
and left to give birth on 
the floor. We brought 
Josephine’s case to 
court and in 2018 
secured a landmark 
judgment recognizing 
that Josephine’s rights 
had been violated and   
affirming the right to 
quality maternal health 
care under the Kenyan 
Constitution. Since that 
judgment, Kenya has 
implemented incremental 
improvements in access 
to maternal health care 
including more maternal 
care beds, more hospitals, 
and more maternal  
care units.  

Despite the important 
impacts of this judgment, 
the County appealed, 
and we are back in court 
fighting to protect the 
powerful legal standards 
set in this case and urging 
the Kenya Court of Appeal 
to uphold the right to 
respectful maternal health 
care. We are prepared for 
all outcomes, and we are 
committed to ensuring  
the right of all Kenyans 
to give birth in a safe, 
respectful, and supportive 
health care setting.    

“I’ve waited for years for the Court  
of Appeal to confirm that my rights  
were violated.”
Josephine Majani 
Plaintiff in Josephine Oundo Ongwen v. the Attorney 
General and 4 Others

Since 2021, as a result  
of the Center’s work, 

441 million 
 people
have stronger legal 
protections for  
maternal health care.
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We strengthened the 
sexual and reproductive 
health and rights of 
young people in Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean by ensuring 
implementation of our 
2020 victory from the 
Inter-American Court 
of Human Rights in the 
case of Paola Guzmán 
Albarracín. Paola was an 
Ecuadorian girl who died 
by suicide after being 
sexually abused by her 
school’s vice-principal. 
We took Paola’s case to 
court with our partner, 
the Ecuadorian Center 
for the Promotion 
and Action of Women 
(CEPAM-Guayaquil), 
and we secured a 
landmark ruling holding 
Ecuador responsible 
for failing to protect 
her. In its decision, 
the Inter-American 
Court of Human Rights 
established international 

Protecting Adolescents’ Rights  
and Ensuring Their Access to 
Information and Services

standards to prevent 
sexual violence in schools 
and clarified for the first 
time that the right to 
education must include 
sexual and reproductive 
health education.

With our partners, we 
launched the Paola Guzmán 
Albarracín Observatory, 
which will monitor 
compliance with this ruling 
and will be a resource 
on the status of access 
to comprehensive sexual 
education across the region.

 “The Paola Guzmán Albarracín Observatory 
is a powerful tool to help ensure that 
Ecuador and countries throughout the 
region guarantee access to comprehensive 
sexual education, so that what happened  
to Paola does not happen again.”
Catalina Martínez Coral  
Vice President for Latin America & the Caribbean, 
Center for Reproductive Rights 

Petita Albarracín, 
Paola’s mother, 
and the Center’s 

Catalina Martínez 
Coral at the launch 

of the Paola 
Guzmán Albarracín 

Observatory.
©  Comunicaciones Manofactory S.A.S

Following years of advocacy by the 
Center and our national partners, the 
UN Committee on the Rights of the 
Child called on the Philippines to ensure 
access to abortion care for adolescents 
and to adopt comprehensive sexual  
and reproductive health education  
in schools.  

With the Youth Coalition for Sexual 
and Reproductive Rights, we worked 
in Uganda and Zambia to improve 
adolescent sexual and reproductive 
health and rights with a focus on 
reaching girls who are not in school.  
This is part of a seven-year project 
supported by Global Affairs Canada  
and in partnership with CARE Canada.  

Since 2021,  
as a result of the 
Center’s work, 

442  
million 
 people 
live in countries 
with stronger legal 
protections for 
adolescents’ SRHR.

Other Highlights
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Enhancing Legal Standards 
and Securing Equitable Access 
to Assisted Reproduction 

In South Asia, we 
advanced legal 
protections around 
assisted reproduction and 
surrogacy—including in 
Thailand and Nepal, where 
we convened high-level 
government officials, 
judges, and legal and 
human rights experts to 
examine legal frameworks 
for equitable and non-
discriminatory access to 
assisted reproduction.

More than 100 judges 
and other decision-
makers working in the 
justice system in Thailand 
participated in our seminar 
about surrogacy laws in 
the region, case studies 
on surrogacy bans and 
criminalization, and key 
legislation and legal cases. 
In Nepal, we hosted a 
comprehensive, first-
of-its-kind consultation 
with the Nepal 
Parliamentary Committee 

to examine legal issues 
around infertility, 
assisted reproduction, 
and surrogacy. In a 
consultative meeting with 
human rights experts 
and members of Nepal’s 
Ministry of Health and 
Population, we raised 
issues around infertility 
and assisted reproduction.  

“We are building regional bridges  
and improving understanding of the legal 
issues around assisted reproduction.  
This helps ensure that the human rights 
of surrogates, intending parents, and 
children are respected, protected,  
and fulfilled.”
Prabina Bajracharya 
Associate Director of Program Operations and 
Administration for Asia, Center for Reproductive Rights  

These convenings 
are critical to building 
the capacity of key 
stakeholders in the region 
to advance a human rights 
framework on assisted 
reproduction issues and to 
ensure access to care.  

Since 2021,  
as a result of the 
Center’s work, 

1.4 billion 
 people 
have stronger  
legal protections 
for assisted 
reproduction. 

Other Highlights

We elevated proactive 
policy solutions to ensure 
equitable access to 
fertility care in the United 
States during our 2023 
State Leadership Summit, 
which was attended 
by 150 state legislators 
and advocates. With 
partners, we supported 
legislation to improve 
insurance coverage for 
in vitro fertilization (IVF) 
and other fertility care 
in Connecticut and to 
legalize surrogacy  
in Massachusetts  
and Michigan.

©  Rohit Seth
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With national partners 
in Hungary, Poland, 
Romania, and Slovakia, 
we are addressing 
the urgent sexual and 
reproductive health 
and rights (SRHR) and 
gender-based violence 
support needs of 
refugees fleeing the war 
in Ukraine, including 
by documenting their 
experiences and securing 
meaningful responses 
from policymakers. 
We published a report 
capturing the findings 
of our multi-country 
research on the barriers 
these refugees face in 
accessing quality care. We 
found that, due to these 
barriers, some refugees 
are returning to Ukraine 
to access essential health 
care, such as abortion 
and maternal health care. 
We have outlined clear 
recommendations for 
action by governments, 

Advancing Comprehensive 
Sexual and Reproductive  
Health and Rights  

the European Union,  
the United Nations, 
donors, and humanitarian 
actors to address these 
needs. Through this 
work, we have secured 
a significant response 
from key decision makers, 
including Members of the 
European Parliament, the 
European Commission, 
and the Office of the  
UN High-Commissioner  
for Refugees. 

 “Women and girls who have been forced 
to flee their homes in the midst of war 
are devastated to find themselves cut  
off from good quality care when they 
need it most.”
Irina Mateescu  
Independent Midwives Association, Romania   

© Zbynek Pospisil / Alamy Stock Photo 

©  Comunicaciones Manofactory S.A.S

We provided technical support to 
progressive governments during 
negotiations on global policy at the UN, 
and we played a central role in protecting 
existing standards on SRHR during the UN 
General Assembly, despite unprecedented 
engagement from the opposition.  

In Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh, in 
collaboration with local partners Bangladesh 
Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) and 
Naripokkho, we are securing greater access 
to the full range of SRHR services for more 
than one million Rohingya refugees through 
a program that builds on the human rights-
based accountability work we piloted in a 
refugee settlement in northern Uganda, a 
joint initiative with CARE International.  

Other Highlights

Since 2021,  
as a result of the 
Center’s work, 

2.3 billion  
 people
have stronger 
legal protections 
for SRHR.
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We are thankful to our dedicated pro bono partners, who contributed legal services 
valued at $24.6 million in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2023, and played a critical  
role in advancing our mission around the world. Through our Pro Bono Program,  
we engaged a record-breaking 83 law firms on 399 legal matters, a 26% increase  
over the previous year.

A generous grant helped to catalyze this growth. With this investment, we hired 
additional staff to deepen and expand our pro bono relationships in key regions and 
increased the program’s global footprint.

Pro Bono PartnersFinancials 

During the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2023,  
our financial growth 
allowed us to increase  
our capacity and expand 
our global impact. 

Total revenue raised was 
$60.8 million, and we 
received in-kind support 
valued at $24.6 million, 
mostly for legal services. 
A record-breaking eighty 
percent of our expenses 
went directly to program. 

Based on the Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles (GAAP),  
our audited financial statements 
for fiscal year 2023 reported 
total net assets at the close 
of the fiscal year were $87.1 
million and the total recognized 
revenue was $80 million inclusive 
of donated services.

29% IN-KIND 
$24,615,786

34% INDIVIDUALS   
$29,115,220

9% BEQUESTS 
$7,843,892

22% INSTITUTIONS   
$18,669,517

80% PROGRAMS   
$60,043,560

9% FUNDRAISING 
$6,410,732

11% MANAGEMENT & 
GENERAL  $8,483,048

Allen & Overy
Alston & Bird
Anjarwalla & Khanna
Antoniou McCollum & Co.
Arati & Company Advocates
ArentFox Schiff
Arnold & Porter
Ashurst
Avenue Law Firm - Kathmandu
AZB & Partners
Baker McKenzie
Barrett Johnston Martin & Garrison
Boies Schiller Flexner
BLP Legal
Caplan Cobb
Cleary Gottlieb
Clifford Chance
Cohen Milstein
Cozen O’Conner
Crowell & Moring
Cruz Marcelo & Tenefrancia
Davidson, Jones & Summers
Debevoise & Plimpton
Dechert
Dentons
Dickson Law Office
DLA Piper
Dodson Parker Behm & Capparella
Duane Morris
Estudio de Leo
Eversheds Sutherland
Fenwick
Fish
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver  

& Jacobson
Fundación Fabián Ponce Ordoñez

Revenue

Expenses
Includes donated services

Galicia Abogados
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher
Glenn Agre Berman & Fuentes
Gómez-Pinzón
Gornitzky
Greenberg Traurig
Herbert Smith Freehills
Hogan Lovells
Hughes Hubbard & Reed
Ira Law
Jenner & Block
Keker Van Nest & Peters
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
Kramer Levin
Krevolin & Horst
Law Office of Rene M. Netherton
Law Office of Richard E. Johnson
Law Office of Robert B. McDuff
Law Offices of Patrick J. O’Connell
Lieff Cabraser
Legal Counsel - Bangladesh
Linklaters
Magnusson Law
Manatt
Mattos Filho
Mayer Brown
Milbank
Mintz
Miranda & Amado
MMAKS Advocates
Morrison & Foerster
Morvillo Abramowitz Grand Iason  

& Anello
Munger, Tolles & Olson
Murray Plumb & Murray
O’Melveny & Myers

Orrick
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton  

& Garrison
Perkins Coie
Proskauer Rose
Reed Smith
Reeves Amodio
RIAA Barker Gillette
Rincón - Cuéllar & Asociados
Rittenberg, Samuel & Phillips
Robert V. Eye Law Office
Ropes & Gray
Schellenberg Wittmer
Schonekas Evans McGoey  

& McEachin
Seyfarth Shaw
Shearman & Sterling
Sher Tremonte
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher  

& Flom
Susman Godfrey
The Woody Law Firm
Thomas & Michael Advocates
Tiffany & Bosco
Vernon David
Weil, Gotshal & Manges
White & Case
Wilkinson Stekloff
Willkie Farr & Gallagher
WilmerHale
Wilson Sonsini
Withersworldwide

6% EVENTS 
$5,211,662
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We are so grateful for the generous financial support of our donors and partners, and 
we are proud to recognize those who made gifts between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 
2023. Your trust and enduring commitment have helped us advance reproductive rights 
as fundamental human rights around the world. Thank you for being with us.  
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