
ON ALL 
FRONTS
2021 Annual Report



	 3	 Our Mission and Vision  

	 4	 From the President and the Board Chair 

	 5	 Fighting Abortion Regression in the U.S. 

	 6	 Chile Agrees to End Forced Sterilization Practices 

	 7	 Ending Tanzania’s Discriminatory Expulsion  
		  of Pregnant Schoolgirls 

	 8	 Decriminalizing Abortion in Nepal 

	 9	 European Union Calls for Removal of all Barriers  
		  to Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights   

	10	 Financials 

	11	 Pro Bono 

	12	 With Thanks to Our Donors  

	21	 Board of Directors

TABLE OF  
CONTENTS



CENTER FOR REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS ANNUAL REPORT 2021 3

OUR 
MISSION
The Center for Reproductive Rights uses the 
power of law to advance reproductive rights as 
fundamental human rights around the world.

OUR 
VISION
We envision a world where every person 
participates with dignity as an equal member 
of society, regardless of gender; where every 
woman is free to decide whether or when to 
have children and whether to get married; 
where access to quality reproductive health 
care is guaranteed; and where every woman 
can make these decisions free from coercion  
or discrimination.
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From the President and the Board Chair
We thank you for being with us during this tumultuous period in our history. 

In the face of powerful regressive forces, in 2021 we achieved historic 
victories to strengthen reproductive rights as fundamental human rights 
around the world—from Chile to Nepal to Tanzania and beyond. Even as we 
celebrated these successes, we fought back in the United States against 
the most intense attacks on abortion rights in decades and argued two 
major cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

As we look ahead to a future that is sure to bring new opportunities and 
new challenges, we remain undaunted and unwavering in our commitment 
to build, enforce, and defend legal protections for reproductive rights. We 
are in this for the long-term—as we have been for almost 30 years, and as 
we will be for decades to come.

The generosity, commitment, and confidence of our partners and 
supporters make our work possible, and we could not be more grateful.  

Nancy Northup
PRESIDENT & CEO

Joseph A. Stern
BOARD CHAIR Joseph A. Stern and Nancy Northup 

©Katherine Bartley
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The United States faces significant retrogression in access to abortion, as the 
U.S. Supreme Court considers overturning 50 years of precedent protecting 
abortion rights and state lawmakers continue to enact extreme bans and 
harmful restrictions.

We continue to seek justice against 
Texas’s blatantly unconstitutional law 
banning abortion after just six weeks of 
pregnancy and its “vigilante” scheme 
incentivizing individuals to sue abortion 
providers and others. The U.S. Supreme 
Court’s refusal to block the law ended 
most abortion access in the state and 
forced Texans to travel to neighboring 
states or carry their pregnancies to term 
against their will.   

Representing the last remaining abortion 
clinic in Mississippi, Jackson Women’s Health Organization, we argued the 
most consequential abortion rights case in generations—marking the first 
time the U.S. Supreme Court is considering the constitutionality of a  
pre-viability abortion ban since Roe v. Wade. If the Court upholds Mississippi’s 
15-week abortion ban and overrules Roe, nearly half the U.S. states are 
poised to ban abortion.

In a historic first step, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the Women’s 
Health Protection Act (WHPA), federal legislation to protect the right to 
access abortion care nationwide. With our partners, we will continue to build 
on our decade-long advocacy to enact WHPA into law and fight on all fronts 
to ensure abortion access across the states. 

Fighting Abortion Regression in the U.S. 

Allowing a state to 
take control of a woman’s 
body...is a fundamental 
deprivation of her liberty.”

JULIE RIKELMAN
Senior Director of U.S. Litigation, 
Center for Reproductive Rights, 
arguing before the U.S. Supreme 
Court in our Mississippi case,  
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization  

Abortion rights supporters outside  
the U.S. Supreme Court.
©AP Images for the Center for Reproductive Rights
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Chile Agrees to End Forced  
Sterilization Practices
After more than a decade of litigation, the Chilean government agreed to 
provide reparations to Francisca, a woman forcibly sterilized because of 
her HIV-positive status, and adopt measures to guarantee free, prior, and 
informed consent before a surgical 
sterilization. In 2002, Francisca was 
sterilized without her knowledge or 
consent after the delivery of her son 
by doctors who decided it would be 
“irresponsible” for an HIV-positive 
woman to have more children.  

We have been fighting for Francisca 
since 2009, when we and our local 
partner Vivo Positivo brought her 
case before the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights after an earlier criminal complaint against the 
surgeon was dismissed by the Chilean justice system. With this victory, the 
government of Chile is required to provide full reparations to Francisca and 
her son and to implement policies to guarantee reproductive rights as human 
rights without discrimination.  

I am relieved that after 
so many years of negotiation 
we now have this agreement, 
which will help ensure that no 
other woman experiences the 
trauma that I went through.”

FRANCISCA

The Center for Reproductive Rights and Vivo 
Positivo present testimony at a hearing on 
Francisca’s case before the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights in 2017.
©Daniel Cima for the Comisión  
Interamericana de Derechos Humanos
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Ending Tanzania’s Discriminatory 
Expulsion of Pregnant Schoolgirls 
Tanzania’s Minister of Education announced an end to the oppressive practice 
of barring pregnant girls and adolescent mothers from school, after a decade 
of advocacy by a diverse coalition of partners. For years, the Tanzanian 
government has forced public schoolgirls to undergo pregnancy testing and 
has permanently expelled them 
if pregnant, denying girls the 
opportunity to complete their 
formal education. By ending this 
regressive practice, Tanzania will 
be fulfilling its obligations under 
its constitution and to multiple 
regional and international human 
rights instruments.  

Just days before the Minister of 
Education announced this policy 
change, we joined our Tanzanian 
partner, Legal and Human Rights 
Centre, to argue a case before the 
African Committee of Experts on 
the Rights and Welfare of the Child 
on behalf of six Tanzanian girls 
who were expelled from school for 
being pregnant. We will continue 
to pursue the case to ensure this 
change is lasting and permanent. 

While this verbal 
announcement by the Minister 
for Education demonstrates 
political goodwill towards 
ending systemic exclusion and 
discrimination of schoolgirls 
within Tanzania’s school 
system, it must be backed by 
written policy or guidelines, 
if not the law. In practice, 
this means public schools in 
Tanzania must stop expelling 
pregnant girls and start 
admitting adolescents.”

FULGENCE MASSAWE
Director of Advocacy and Reforms,
Legal and Human Rights Centre 

©Gonzalo Bell/Shutterstock
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Decriminalizing Abortion in Nepal
After our more than 20 years of advocacy with our Nepal-based partners, 
the government of Nepal agreed to decriminalize abortion. The move came 
with Nepal’s acceptance of recommendations from the Universal Periodic 
Review (UPR) before the United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC)—a 

comprehensive human 
rights review that takes 
place for each country 
usually every four years.  

In advance of the review, 
we, along with our partners, 
the Forum for Women Law 
and Development (FWLD) 
and Justice and Rights 
Institute-Nepal, made a 
joint submission to the UPR 
mechanism focused on the 

legal and procedural barriers to accessing safe abortion services in Nepal. 
This new commitment by the government is a crucial step toward removing 
abortion from the country’s penal laws. We look forward to working with our 
partners and to holding government officials in Nepal accountable to their 
commitment to fully and effectively implement these recommendations.  

Acceptance of the UPR 
recommendations is a key milestone 
in our efforts to decriminalize 
abortion and advance reproductive 
rights as human rights in Nepal.”

PRABINA BAJRACHARYA
Senior Manager, Asia,  
Center for Reproductive Rights

©Kristin Ruhs/iStock Photo
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European Union Calls for Removal  
of all Barriers to Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights 
The European Parliament passed a new resolution affirming that sexual and 
reproductive health and rights (SRHR) are fundamental human rights that 
must be upheld across the region. It’s the first SRHR resolution passed by the 
Parliament in nearly 20 years, and it provides recommendations for European 
Union (EU) Member States to ensure that national laws, policies and practices 
guarantee that all people 
have access to the full 
range of reproductive 
health care—including 
abortion, contraception, 
high-quality maternal 
health care, assisted 
reproductive technologies, 
and comprehensive 
sexuality education. The 
resolution also called for 
robust action to counter 
threats of regression 
affecting SRHR.   

We work with a broad 
group of stakeholders to 
promote SRHR across the region, and we provided resources and support 
to members of the European Parliament leading on this initiative. The 
adopted resolution cites our World Abortion Laws Map in its discussion of 
laws on abortion globally and in the EU that still fall short and fail to protect 
reproductive rights.  

Action in support of SRHR by members 
of the European Parliament in front of 
the European Parliament. 
Photo courtesy All of Us

This important resolution 
demonstrates the EU’s strong 
commitment to advancing gender 
equality and SRHR. Regressive threats 
to sexual and reproductive rights are 
increasing in many member states 
— so it’s critical that EU institutions 
condemn this regression and take 
robust action to protect these rights.”

KATRINE THOMASEN 
Associate Director for Europe, Center for 
Reproductive Rights
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FINANCIALS
During the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021, total revenue raised was $34.11 million. Additionally, we received 
in-kind support valued at $28.8 million, mostly for legal services. Seventy-seven percent of our expenses went 
directly to program.  

Based on the Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP), our audited financial statements for fiscal year 2021 reported total net assets at the close 
of the fiscal year were $62.37 million and the total recognized revenue was $80.6 million inclusive of donated services.

EXPENSES

54% US Programs 
$34,882,493

Includes donated services

23% Global Programs 
$14,879,569 

13% Management & General 
$8,399,084

10% Fundraising
$6,447,162 

REVENUE

45% In-kind
$28,802,667

29% Individuals 
$17,969,409

21% Institutions 
$13,072,135 

5% Events 
$3,069,376



CENTER FOR REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS ANNUAL REPORT 2021 11

PRO BONO 
Through our Pro Bono Program, our dedicated pro bono partners 
contributed legal services valued at more than $28.8 million in 
fiscal year 2021—an increase of $1.5 million over the previous 
year. We are deeply grateful to the 768 law firm attorneys in  
47 countries who made a critical difference in our work to 
advance reproductive rights as human rights around the world.
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WITH THANKS TO 
OUR DONORS
We are deeply grateful to our donors and partners who share our vision and whose generous 
financial support makes our work and impact possible. We proudly recognize those who made gifts 
between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021. Thank you for helping us use the power of law to advance 
reproductive rights as fundamental human rights around the world.
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Whispering Bells Foundation 

White & Case LLP 

Jennine Williamson and  
	 John Fitzgerald 

Susan N. Wilson 

Martha T. Wilson / Todd Family Fund  
	 of the Dayton Foundation 

Carla Wragge 

Carly Wray and Aaron Fili 

Yen Chuang Foundation 

Anonymous (5) 

$2,500–$4,999
Allison Abner 

William Amatruda and  
	 Julianne Beall 

AmazonSmile Foundation 

Stephanie and Andrew Anderson 

Susan Anderson-Norby 

The Ashman - Gillespie  
	 Charitable Fund 

Kathryn A. Bancroft 

Phebe T. Banta 

Linda Barclay 

Joshua Bardin 

Nathaniel Barshay 

Susan Becker and Faith Baum 

Karlyn Bennehoof 

David and Margaret Bettner 

Dr. Anne Bingham Pierson 

Melisa Bittancourt 

Lewis Black 

Betsy Blattmachr 

Alison Block

Valerie Block 

Mary Blodgett 

The Bolotnick Seaver  
	 Family Foundation 

Ellen and David Blumenthal 

Rena Bransten 

Bonnie Brown 

Rebecca and Ken Bruder 

Elizabeth E. Bruton 

The Bunchberry Fund 

Scott and Rachel Burger 

Eric Buterbaugh 

Yvonne Camacho 

Leslie Carothers 

Melanie W. Chadwick 

Natalia Chefer 

Patricia and Peter Chick 

Karen Cleary 

Harvey and Naomi Cohen  
	 Giving Fund

Phyllis Cohen and Lewis Linn 

Jonathan Cohn, M.D. 

Janet M. Conn 

Jane Coté-Cook 

Elizabeth Covert and  
	 Denis M. Goudie 

Mark and Debbie Curtiss 

Kajal Deepak 
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Joshua Dela Cruz 

Yafang Deng 

Amy and Jim Denton 

Susan Dietz and Lenny Beer 

Shelby Drescher 

Eleanor Drey, M.D. 

Duane Morris LLP 

Wynne Dubovoy 

Lisa and Mitchell Eisen 

David and Meghan Eisenberg 

Nina L. Evison 

Tess Ewing and Louise Rice 

Cynthia Fields  

Robert Fleming 

Diana Friedman 

Patricia Friel 

Elizabeth Gates 

Penelope Gazin 

Adrienne Germain 

Susan and Chris Gifford 

Patti P. Gillespie 

Michelle Glover 

Caroline Goddard 

Ann Goebel-Fabbri 

Barbara Gold 

Susan Goldhor 

Betsy Goldstein 

Gail Gorlitzz 

Gail Griswold and William Brice 

Michelle and Normand Groleau 

Janet Grossman 

Kate Harslem 

Hillary and Steven Hartman 

Jennifer Harvie-Watt 

Mary Beth Hastings 

Margaret M. Hixon 

Julie Huff and John Hannon 

Shannon Hutcheson 

Susie Hwang and Matt Glickman 

Jack and Shirley McIntyre  
	 Foundation 

Jamie & Denise Jacob Family  
	 Foundation 

Rusty and John Jaggers 

Dani Janklow 

Tom and Betsy Jennings 

Henrik Jones 

Andrea Jones 

Julie, Libby, and Hannah Allen 

Brandon Kam 

Latonia Karr 

Teke and Elizabeth Kelley 

Louise Keogh Weed and  
	 John Keogh 

Kristine Kijowski 

Carly Kimmel 

Radford W. Klotz 

Paula Knickerbocker 

Loryn Kolbrenner 

Kaye and Jeremy Kramer 

Nicholas Kroll 

Max G. Lagally 

Jennifer Lang and Peter Micelli  

Thomas A. Lehrer 

Judith Levinson Oppenheimer 

David J. Little 

Ashlee Margolis 

McBride Family & Aspen Business  
	 Center Foundation 

Kathleen McCarragher 

Carolyn McFarland 

Adriane McFetridge 

Alice Greene McKinney and  
	 E. Kirk McKinney, Jr. Fund,  
	 a fund of Central Indiana  
	 Community Foundation 

The Jan and David McNair  
	 Family Fund 

Shane McQuillan 

Jacqueline Merrill Donor Advised  
	 Fund of the Aspen Community  
	 Foundation 

Naomi Meyers 

Stephen and Elaine Mickel 

L. Heather Mitchell 

Sara Murray 

Janine Nabers 

Lisa and Michael Nash 

Sheila Nathan 

The North Pond Foundation 

Mary Beth Norton 

O’Brien Family Charitable Fund 

Ona Owen 

Fiona Parker-Givens 

PayPal Charitable Giving Fund 

Marnie Pillsbury 

Jeff and Maya Pinkner 

Plym Foundation 

Ellen M. Poss, M.D. 

Catherine Raphael 

Hannah Reed 

Kristin Riccio 

Melinda M. Richmond

Andy J. Robbins 

Kate Robinson 

Louise Rogers 

Theodore T. & Hilda Rose  
	 Foundation
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David Rosenbaum and Margot Kahn  
	 Rosenbaum Philanthropic Fund 

Fran and Eric Rosenfeld 

Suzanne Rosentswieg 

Susan Deller Ross and  
	 Steven Herman 

Steven and Robin Rotter 

Lois C. Russell 

Marion Rust 

Naomi Rutenberg 

Katharine C. Sachs 

Todd and Judy Sachs of the  
	 Katherine and Keith L. Sachs  
	 Charitable Foundation, Inc. 

The Sathington Willoughby  
	 This and That Fund 

Kirvin Satterwhite 

Katherine Schenck 

Rosemary and Ron Schmidt 

Mary Jo Schuler 

Kate Schutzengel 

Grady Seale 

Jori Sherer 

Martha Siegel 

Sloane, Offer, Weber & Dern LLP 

Wanda B. Stephens 

The Stern Family Foundation 

Mark Stevens and Mary Murphy 

William Stevens 

Susan Stuart 

The Suwinski Family Foundation 

Swartz Family Foundation 

Tee Taggert and Jack Turner 

Julie Taymor 

Isabelle Thompson 

The Tow Foundation 

Gabrielle Union 

Spencer Utley 

Rita Vallet 

Violet World Foundation 

Jeri Voge 

Colleen Von Eckartsberg 

Amelia Ann Watkins and Brian Clark 

Mary Jane Weaver 

Ellen Webster 

Dahlia Weinman 

Shana Weiss and John Silva 

Tim and Starleen Wood Foundation 

Jane E. Worthen 

Jean H. Yngve 

Amy Young 

Christopher Zegers and  
	 Jill P. Crandall 

Kaethe Shapiro Zellner and  
	 Gordon Zellner 

Yu Zhang 

Nikki Zite, M.D., M.P.H. 

Anonymous (1) 

Matching Gifts 
8th Wall, Inc 

AbbVie Employee Engagement Fund 

Accenture LLP 

Allied World 

Allstate Giving Campaign 

Altman Foundation 

American Express Foundation 

American Family Insurance 

America’s Charities 

AmerisourceBergen 

Amgen Foundation 

Amica Companies Foundation 

Andersen Corporation 

Arch Insurance Group 

Autodesk Foundation Employee  
	 Engagement Fund 

Baker Hughes Foundation

Bank of America Charitable  
	 Foundation 

The Baupost Group, L.L.C. 

Baxter International Foundation 

Becton, Dickinson and Company 

Bliss Point Media, Inc 

The Boeing Company Match Gift  
	 Program 

Bristol-Myers Squibb 

Canary Consulting Inc. 

The Capital Group Companies  
	 Charitable Foundation 

Cardinal Health 

Caterpillar Foundation 

Charities Aid Foundation 

Chevron Matching Employee Funds 

The Commonwealth Fund 

Conegra Brands 

Dell Giving 

Diageo 

Edison International Employee  
	 Giving Campaign 

Electronic Arts Outreach/ 
	 Your Cause 

Equitable Foundation Inc. 

Etsy 

FLIR Systems 

The Freddie Mac Foundation  
	 Employee Giving Program 

GE Foundation Matching Gifts  
	 Program 

General Mills 

Guardian Life 



CENTER FOR REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS ANNUAL REPORT 2021 20

HCA Healthcare 

The Hearst Foundations 

The Henry J. Kaiser  
	 Family Foundation 

Hercules Capital, Inc. 

Intermediate Capital Group PLC 

JAMF Nation Global Foundation 

Johnson & Johnson 

Lawrence Livermore National  
	 Laboratory 

Matson Navigation Company, Inc 

McGraw-Hill Companies Employee  
	 Giving Campaign 

Medtronic 

Merck Foundation 

O(1) Labs Operating Corporation 

Pacific Gas & Electric Company 

Pacific Life Foundation 

Penguin Random House 

PepsiCo Foundation 

The Pew Charitable Trust 

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts  
	 Program 

PG&E Corporation 

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 

Riot Games, Inc. 

Salesforce.org 

Shell Oil Company Foundation  
	 Matching Gifts 

Simons Foundation 

SiriusXM 

Survey Monkey 

Texas Instruments Foundation 

Thermo Fisher Scientific 

Thomson Reuters 

Tufts Health Plan Foundation 

UK Online Giving Foundation 

United Way of Story County, Inc 

Wilbur Labs
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Penny Abeywardena 

Cynthia Malkin Blumenthal 

RoAnn Costin 

Melanie Gray 

David H. Hoffman 

Rachel S. Lam 

Janet K. Levit

Janice Mac Avoy 

Michele Coleman Mayes 

Joachim Osur 

Gina Pell 

Carole Presern 

Anitha Reddy 

Louisa Ritter 

Mary E. Rubin 

Paula Samper Salazar 

Jamia Wilson 

Nancy Northup
PRESIDENT & CEO

Joseph A. Stern
CHAIR

J.B. Kittredge
TREASURER

Karla L. Martin
VICE CHAIR

Heidi Fugeman Lindelof
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

Lorraine Clasquin
SECRETARY

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
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